
 Do you love to read? Do 

you want to help an adult learn to 

read better? We are beginning a 

five-week tutor training course on 

Tuesday nights, beginning April 1 

from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 

third floor conference room of the 

Key Bank Building, 200 Washing-

ton Street, Watertown. 

 Participants will learn 

basic reading and writing tech-

niques. The graduates will each be 

matched with one adult who needs 

help. Tutors and students meet  in 

public places such as libraries or 

our computer lab.   

 We are also conducting 

an English as a Second Language 

Tutor Training Course on Wednes-

day mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 

noon beginning April 16 and end-

ing May 14. Participants learn 

conversational English techniques 

so they can help someone from 

another country learn to speak 

English better. 

 In Jefferson County, we 

serve a number of Fort Drum 

spouses who were born in other 

countries who donôt speak English   

Board Members Steve Bolton, Kate 

Fenlon, Allen Goudie and Alan 

Harris are gearing up for Scrabble 

2008.  

Volunteer to Help an Adult with Literacy Skills 

Get Out Your Scrabble Boards and Have Some Fun! 

 Literacy of NNY is 

sponsoring a Scrabble Tournament 

at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 27th at 

Jefferson Community College. Get 

your friends and family together 

and plan on joining us for a fun-

filled afternoon.  

 Registration costs $100 

for adult teams and $50 for chil-

drenôs teams. Thanks to a donation 

from Price Chopperôs Golub Foun-

dation, the first six childrenôs 

teams to register can play for free! 

A maximum of four players can 

compete on each team. 

 We will play two rounds 

of Scrabble and the team with the 

highest score will win a plaque and 

some fabulous prizes. 

 Registration form and 

game rules are available at our 

website: www.proliteracynny.org 

or at our office on 200 Washington 

Street, Suite 303.  

 Proceeds from the event 

will support reading programs in 

Jefferson County.  
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Did you know 17 

percent of the 

adults in Jefferson 

County canõt read 

and understand a 

newspaper or fill 

out a form inde-

pendently? 

Our tutor training 

courses are free. 

We provide all the 

materials and the 

textbook. 

Participants spend 

a lot of time practic-

ing the techniques 

during the classes. 
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very well and have a hard time 

communicating with doctors or 

teachers, etc. while their spouse is 

deployed overseas. This course is 

a great way to learn about other 

cultures. 

 You do not have to 

speak another language to take 

this course because you will be 

teaching English. Many of our 

ESOL students understand Eng-

lish but are shy about speaking it. 

 To pre-register for ei-

ther course, call 782-4270 

 



 Weôd like to thank the 

following businesses and indi-

viduals for donating used com-

puters for our students to use at 

home: The Northern NY Com-

munity Foundation; North Coun-

try Transitional Living; Joan 

Lehrack and Deborah Tate. 

 Jefferson County Pro-

gram Manager Deborah Tate 

cleaned up and fixed the com-

puters, and installed basic typ-

ing, reading and word processing 

software on them.  

 Our students enjoy 

working on their keyboarding 

and writing skills while using the 

computers. Many of our students 

have young children who are 

also learning to use the com-

puter, along with Mom and Dad. 

  ñHaving a computer in 

the home is a great advantage for 

our students,ò said M. Cecilia 

Brock, Executive Director. 

ñThey can practice the skills 

they learn in our computer lab in 

the comfort of their home. Deb-

orah has done a great job of 

distributing the computers and 

helping the students when they 

have problems with the hard-

ware.ò 

 Any student interested 

in getting a used computer 

should call Deborah Tate at 782-

4270.  

  

enjoyed playing with the instru-

ments and looking at the items at 

all the booths. 

 Our students enjoyed 

the spectacular international 

luncheon. During the assembly 

at the end of the day, the school 

children sang international 

songs.  

 Jefferson County Pro-

gram Manager Deborah Tate and 

two students staffed a booth at 

Calcium Primary Schoolôs Inter-

national Festival in February. 

 Our students brought 

musical instruments from Puerto 

Rico and household items from 

Mexico. The school children 

 ñWe had a wonderful 

time at the festival and enjoyed 

talking to the children about 

other cultures,ò said Deborah 

Tate. ñ We were delighted to be 

invited by Calcium Primary 

School to participate in this 

event.ò 

  

Used Computers Donated to Our Students 

Shaking Things Up at International Festival 

Student Success Stories 

math when he was retested re-

cently. John, who is an auto me-

chanic, enjoys tinkering with his 

computer to make it work better.  

 Michele, who was born 

in Japan, passed her U.S. Citizen-

ship test recently. She has been in 

our program for several years, 

working on her English speaking 

skills, along with her reading and 

writing skills. She works part-time 

at a local hospital. 

 Sheryl, who has been 

in our reading program for one 

year, is learning keyboarding 

and word processing skills. She 

works part-time at a local gro-

cery store and wants to get an 

office job some day. 

 (The names of our 

students have been changed to 

protect their identities.) 

  

 Juanita, who was born 

in Peru, passed the U.S. citizen-

ship test in March. She is now 

working on her reading and math 

skills and is studying to pass the 

Army entrance exam.  

 John is using the com-

puter he received from Literacy 

of NNY to work on his key-

boarding and writing skills. He 

went up almost one grade level 

in reading and 1.3 grade levels in 
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Maria and Doris, two of our 

students, enjoying the Interna-

tional Festival. 

Nominate your student 

for student of the 

month  by e-mailing us 

at 

literacyvolunteers@verizon.net 



 Vowels make different 

sounds, depending upon the 

letters around them in a word. 

One way to make them more 

predictable is to teach a student 

the different types of syllables. 

 The most common 

syllable in English is the closed 

syllable. The vowel is followed 

by one or more consonants and 

the vowel sound is short. Exam-

ple: bag, cat, dig, at, ash, it, path, 

dish. 

 Open Syllables end in 

one vowel and the vowel says its 

long sound. Example: me, hi, I, 

she. 

 Vowel-Consonant-E 

syllables: The E at the end of the 

word is silent and the vowel 

before it says its long sound. 

Example: life, hive, make, shake. 

 Double Vowels:  

These are syllables with two 

vowels next to each other. The 

rule that works 50 percent of the 

time is the first vowel does the 

talking and says its name (long 

sound) and the second vowel is 

silent. Example: teach, maid, toe.  

 R controlled Vowels 

When an r comes after a vowel, 

it will change the vowel sound. 

The vowel is neither short nor 

long. Thatôs why we call R a 

Rotten letter. It bullies the vowel 

and sometimes totally swallows 

up the sound. Example: car. You 

donôt hear the A at all in that 

word.  

 

Teach Your Student Different Syllable Types 

How to Divide Longer Words Into Syllables 

pre/dict. 

Pre is an open syllable because it 

ends in one vowel so the vowel is 

long (or says its name). The second 

syllable is closed because it ends in 

two consonants and there is one 

vowel. The vowel will say its short 

sound. 

 Sometimes when there is 

one letter between two vowels, if 

you push it into the second syllable it 

doesnôt make a real word. If that is 

the case, move the consonant the 

other way, into the first syllable. 

Example: comic. 

comic 

 If you push the m into the 

second syllable, the word would be 

split like this: 

co/mic 

 Co is an open syllable so 

the O would say its long sound. 

However that doesnôt make a real 

word when you say co/mic. 

So push the m the other way and 

now split it like this: 

Com/ic 

Com is a closed syllable so the O 

says its short sound. 

 If there are two conso-

nants between the vowels, divide the 

syllable between the consonants. 

Example: hamlet 

ham/let 

 If there are three conso-

nants between the vowels, you usu-

ally do a 1-2 split. Push the first 

consonant into the first syllable and 

the other two consonants into the 

second syllable. 

Example: express 

 You break it up like this: 

ex/press 

 If there are three conso-

nants between vowels, do a one-three 

split. Example: tantrum 

tan/trum 

 Now that you know the 

different syllable types, how do you 

teach a student to read a word with 

several syllables in it?  

 Every syllable in English 

contains a vowel. Have the student 

underline all the vowels in the word. 

If there are two vowels next to each 

other, do not break them up. They 

are part of the same syllable. (W 

counts as a vowel when it comes 

after a vowel. Y is a vowel if it 

comes anywhere except the begin-

ning of a word.) 

 Now count how many 

letters are between the vowels. 

 If there is one letter be-

tween the vowels, you usually push 

that consonant toward the end so it is 

part of the second syllable.  

 Example: predict. 

 There is one consonant, 

D, between the vowels E and I. So 

you would break the word into sylla-

bles like this: 
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Saige Carrow, 3, of Watertown, picks 

out some books we gave away at the 

Salvation Army Dec. 20th.  If you 

would like to donate gently used 

childrenõs books, we will give them 

away to families in need. 

Literacy of NNY is a 

United Way partner 

agency. 

We are setting up a tutor 

forum soon so tutors can 

post questions and chat 

with each other. Itôs will 

be on our website soon: 

www.proliteracynny.org 



Literacy of Northern NY, Inc.  

200 Washington St., Suite 303 

Watertown, NY 13601 

Phone: 782-4270 

Fax: 782-1394 

E-mail: literacyvolunteers@verizon.net  

To:  

and Ham.ò Board Member Tess Barker helped 

our staff serve cookies and drinks to the fami-

lies after the program was over.  

 Literacy of NNY annually gives 

away hundreds of childrenôs books to fami-

lies. In December, we donated more than 700 

books to low-income families picking up 

Christmas gifts and food at the Salvation 

Army.  

 We are always in need of donations 

to keep our family literacy programs going. If 

you would like to donate some gently used 

books or provide a donation to help us buy 

new childrenôs books, contact us at 782-4270. 

 Our annual Dr. Seuss Reading Cele-

bration attracted more than 200 people to 

Flower Memorial Library on March 7. We 

gave away 65 Dr. Seuss books to the families 

attending. Unfortunately, we didnôt have 

enough books to give to every family that 

attended due to the larger than normal turnout. 

 Inger Curth, a long-time supporter 

and former board member at LNNY, sang 

songs to the children. Board Member and 

Tutor Kyrie Russ read, ñI Can Read with My 

Eyes Shut,ò and Yvonne Reff, a librarian at 

Flower Memorial Library, read ñGreen Eggs 

Dr. Seuss Celebration Draws Many Families to the Library 

Board Member Kyrie Russ reads to the 

children.  Below, JCC Library Director Inger 

Curth conducts a sing-a-long. 

Thing 1 and 2 join the Cat in the 

Hat at our Dr. Seuss Celebration. 


