
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Director’s Message 

Our staff has been working very hard to 

expand our resources by involving tutors, 

students and board members more in our 

activities.  Although many of our students do 

not like to be identified as needing literacy 

assistance, some of them have a strong desire to 

show their appreciation by volunteering their 

time at fund-raisers, tutor trainings, speaking to 

the media and helping to staff our booths at 

various events.  

Literacy of NNY was extremely honored this  

year to have student, Zalika Rapant, featured in 

the United Way’s promotional video.  Zalika 

has been in the program for several years. She 

not only learned to speak English, but, she 

obtained her US citizenship and got a job. Her 

tutor, Sister Kateri Rose, worked very hard to 

help Zalika pass the U.S. citizenship course. In 

order to become a U.S. citizen, candidates must 

not only be able to speak and understand 

English, but also read the citizenship questions 

to the examiner and write simple sentences. 

 

United Way of Northern NY is an important 

revenue source for us. They support our 

program in all three counties, as well as many 

other non-profit organizations. Please consider 

making a donation to United Way of Northern 

New York. For more information, you can view 

their website: 

www.unitedwayofnorthernnewyork.org 

  

 

Kate Fenlon, past president (center), received 

an award from Literacy of NNY in May for her 

many years of service and leadership on our 

Board of Directors. Kate is active in many 

community organizations and was recently 

awarded the prestigious Athena Award from 

the Greater Watertown – North Country 

Chamber of Commerce. The program honors 

the achievements of an outstanding business 

and professional person who has assisted 

women in reaching their full potential. 

 

Allen Goudie, left, was elected the new board 

president and E. Alan Harris Jr., was re-elected 

as treasurer. Alan has served as our treasurer 

for more than a decade and faithfully comes in 

every two weeks to sign our checks and 

reconcile our financial books. Not pictured is 

Stephen Bolton, vice president.  

 
We are always looking for new board members. 

The board meets six times a year and helps us 

establish and review policies, as well as raise 

funds.  
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F U N D  R A I S I N G  E V E N T S  

D R .  S E U S S  

E X T R A V A G A N Z A  

  
One hundred families attended the Dr. Seuss 

Extravaganza in August, held at the Watertown 

Ice Arena. We invited local agencies to set up 

craft booths with a theme based upon a Dr. 

Seuss book. Children made Grinch masks, 

planted a Truffula seed, ran through an 

obstacle course, etc. The children were able to 

make their own Cat in the Hat hat, thanks to 

the generosity of Saturn of Watertown. 

Every family received a free children’s book, 

thanks to Border’s. In June, 2007, Borders asked 

all customers if they wanted to donate a book 

to our organization. More than 400 customers 

generously donated books.   

We had four gift baskets containing wonderful, 

donated, gifts.  Raffle tickets were sold for the 

baskets.  Board Member Patty Bishop donated 

the toy basket, Deborah Tate donated the spa 

basket, Cecilia Brock donated the candy basket 

and we had a basket full of Dr. Seuss books.  

Tutors, Judy Curtis and Edwin Stouffer were 

wonderful helpers, along with students Zalika 

Rapant and her daughter Aisha,  Doris Perez, 

and her daughter, Dorialis.  Board Members 

Allen Goudie, Stephen Bolton, Karin Martinez 

and her two sons, also helped out, along with 

Cecilia’s husband, Chris, and her son, Thomas. 

T U T O R  T R A I N I N G  

Jefferson County 

 

Jefferson County has two tutor training 

sessions this Fall. Cecilia is teaching a Basic 

Reading Tutor Training at 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays 

from October 2nd  to October 30th.  Deborah is 

doing the ESOL Tutor Training class on 

Wednesdays starting at 9:30 a.m. from October 

3rd to October 31.  

There is a constant need for tutors in Jefferson 

County.  Not all tutoring situations are one-to-

one.  We have set up “Tutor Teams” in 

response to different needs throughout the 

county. Currently, we have an ESOL team in 

South Jefferson County serving the needs of 

migrant workers. Tutors, Karen Norton, Sarah 

Coughlin, and Kathy Shaw have been doing a 

fantastic job coordinating the team.   

 

 

S U P E R  S I G N  U P  

This is an annual event held in The Commons 

at Fort Drum. Local agencies and businesses 

are invited to set up booths displaying 

information about their agency or business.  We 

attended this year and two students, Doris 

Perez and Maria Hart came along to help.  This 

type of event is about exposure of our agency 

and its programs and a chance to “network” 

with other agencies.  The most encouraging 

outcome is several tutors signed up for our 

upcoming tutor training course. 

 

 

 
Board member, Karen Martinez, brought 

her two sons to help staff the card booth at 

the Dr. Seuss Extravaganza. 
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L E W I S  C O U N T Y  N E W S  

This has been a difficult year financially.  

Unfortunately, one consequence of our cost 

cutting measures was the need to reduce staff, 

leaving Lewis County without a local Program 

Manager.  We are keeping the Lewis County 

program active by managing it from the 

Watertown office.  Cecilia and Deborah have 

made several trips to Lowville to do intake 

information and testing on new students as 

well as post test those current students who are 

eligible.  The Lowville office phone number is 

active; all calls are forwarded to the Watertown 

office. We are doing all we can to maintain and 

increase services.  Tutors are welcome to call to 

discuss issues, request materials and 

photocopies, or talk about any other matters.  

To maintain confidentiality, all tutor and 

student files are kept in the Watertown office. 

Student’s work or notes should be kept in a file 

at the tutor’s home.  

 

T U T O R  I N  S E R V I C E  

On September, 17th, a tutor In Service was held 

in the Lowville office of LNNY. Four tutors 

attended, taking the opportunity to meet other 

tutors, and share ideas and issues.  Some points 

of discussion that evolved from this session 

were the need to feel connected to the other 

tutors in the county, how to get students to 

complete homework, helping students achieve 

goals, materials, and getting quality 

photocopies.   

 

T U T O R  T R A I N I N G  

Cecilia is conducting a Basic Reading Tutor 

Training course in the Lewis County office on 

Wednesday mornings in September and 

October.  There are several students who need 

tutors. The enrollment for tutor training is 

small, so, if you know of anyone who might be 

interested, please pass on our information.  We 

ask a lot from our tutors, and we appreciate the 

work they do, but if there are any tutors 

interested in working with another student, 

please let us know. 

 

 

S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S  

 Good work, Chris! 

Chris Beaman, above, shows how happy 

he is after receiving his Learner's Permit. 

Thanks to the efforts of his tutor, Pat 

Dietrich, Chris achieved this life-long goal.  

Update - Chris recently obtained his 

driver’s license. 

 
Maria 

 

Maria, a native of Mexico, has been in the 

program for more than a year. She has 

improved her English speaking skills, bought a 

computer and improved her job. She also 

recently bought a car. 

 

Spelling Tips 

 

The FLOSS rule: If a word contains one vowel 

and ends in F, L or S, you USUALLY double 

the F, L or S. Example: glass, tell, stuff. 

Exceptions to the rule are:  bus, gas, yes, if, of. 

 

When to Spell with C or K at the beginning of 

words:  Use C whenever you can for the /k/ 

sound, except if it is followed by one of the 

following vowels: E, I or Y. If C is followed by 

E, I or Y, it makes the /s/ sound and then you 

would use a K to spell the word.  

 

Spelling with CK or K at the end of words: If a 

word has one vowel and ends with a /K/ sound, 

use K if the next to the last letter is a consonant 

as in the word milk or bulk. Use Ck directly 

after a short vowel such as pack, truck, lack. 

One vowel words usually do not end in C.  

 

Words in English do not end in the Letter I 

except for the word hi. Spell words with a Y 

when you hear I at the end. Example: Cry, why, 

shy.  

 

For more spelling tips, a great website is Dr. 

Cooper’s site: www.learningdifferences.com 

Click on mnemonic clues. 

http://www.learningdifferences.com/
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T U T O R  N E W S  

 

C O M I N G  S O O N ,  T U T O R  

N E W S G R O U P  O N  T H E  W E B !  

Several tutors expressed an interest in 

networking with other tutors.  We have Tutor 

in-service sessions to try to meet this need, but 

many tutors cannot attend and they live in 

remote areas. One suggestion was to have a 

“tutor forum” or “newsgroup.”  One of our 

tutors, Carol Ann Badour of Clayton,  has 

graciously agreed to take on the task of setting 

up a newsgroup. We will inform you when it is 

ready.  

I D E A S ? ? ?  

We are eager to incorporate tutors into some 

program decisions. If you have an idea and 

want to explore using it with our program, 

please call.   

Some of the other affiliates have set up “mini -

courses” for students on topics such as money 

management, filling out applications, basic 

math, basic computer skills, etc.  If you are 

interested in becoming involved in such a 

project, or if you have ideas about topics, please 

call the office.  

 

T E A C H I N G  M A T E R I A L S  A N D  

T H E  T AB E  P O L I C Y  

We have applied for a grant to purchase Basic 

Reading materials to supplement the materials 

already in use. It is a fact that some of our 

funding corresponds directly to the progress 

students make when being post-tested. We 

have recently been mandated to test all literacy 

students with a different reading test, which 

requires them to read a lot of graphs, know the 

difference between synonyms, antonyms,  etc. 

We will be letting tutors know what areas their 

students need to work on to succeed with the 

TABE test. 

C O M P U T E R  L A B  

There are two tutors in Jefferson County who 

meet with students after work hours in our 

computer lab. The lab is available for sessions if 

you plan to use the computers or require access 

to the Internet for teaching purposes. At times, 

there can be a demand for the room so we try to 

restrict its use to those using the computers.  

Call if you want to reserve a time.  

 

R E S O U R C E S  

The materials at the office are available to all 

tutors.  Call the office or come in. Also, let us 

know if you need copies.  
 

W E B  P A G E  

www.proliteracynny.org    

Our web page is constantly updated, listing all 

events in the three counties.  There is even a 

calendar.  The web page is a source for all 

current happenings at LNNY – Tutor Trainings, 

events, Tutor In-service sessions, and more. 

You will find many resources and links as well 

as tutor tips.   

 

N O M I N A T E  Y O U R  S T U D E N T  

F O R  “ S T U D E N T  O F  T H E  

M O N TH ”  

Show your student how proud you are of the 

progress that has been made. We will publish 

samples on the web, but only if your student 

agrees.  Don’t worry about perfection;  and we 

can edit anything that seems unsuitable.  

Likewise, if your student is not shy, send in a 

photo. 

 

I F  Y O U  W A N T  T O  H E L P  …  

Let us know if you have any ideas related to 

fund raising, or anything else. We would love 

to hear from you. We are planning a Scrabble 

Tournament this spring and could use some 

help with it. 

 

http://www.proliteracynny.org/
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S T U D E N T  P A G E  

 

S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S  

Success Stories of our Students, LNNY, 

Jefferson County 

(Some names have been changed to protect 

privacy.)  

 

Donatela:  

Donatela comes from Puerto Rico. She is a 

military spouse and her husband was deployed 

as soon as they moved here in August, 2006. 

Donatela enrolled in the summer 2006 ESOL 

class, the winter 2007-7 ESOL class, and the 

summer 2007 ESOL class, and now the Fall 

ESOL class. In addition, she has a tutor she 

meets with on a weekly basis. The combination 

of going to class and having a tutor has helped 

Donatela improve her fluency considerably. 

She can speak English with more confidence 

than when she first moved to the area. She even 

felt comfortable enough to take 2 courses in 

English in cake decorating. Doris also helps us 

promote our programs by speaking at tutor 

trainings, at the United Way, and helping at 

fund-raising and other events. 

 

Janelle:  

Janelle from Korea and registered at the local 

community college. She needed help with 

English reading, grammar, writing, and 

speaking. She came into our program and was 

matched with a tutor. They have formed a great 

friendship that helps them work well together 

during the tutoring sessions. Janelle completed 

her English class at the college and is still 

enrolled there and taking business courses. 

 

Cherisse: 

Cherisse came from Korea with little formal 

education and has been in the US for many 

years. She speaks English fluently but cannot 

read in English. She was matched with a tutor 

and they work together twice a week, one of 

the sessions involves using the reading 

software. Cherisse is showing confidence in her 

reading and especially enjoys using the 

computer. 

  

 

ESOL Classes 

 
Summer, 2007, ESOL class: This past summer, 

we had 7 students registered. Some were 

students from the regular Fall/Winter session 

and some were new students.  

Citizenship Preparation Class: We have had 

one class and several one-on-one teaching 

sessions. This class has developed into an “as 

needed” course. Students seem to come in 

individually, so we set them up  in a class, if 

available, or with a tutor.  

S T U D E N T  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

In February, Sharon came into our office 

looking for help with her reading and writing 

skills. After she took our initial reading test, she 

was visibly discouraged and admitted she had 

struggled with low self-esteem for many years 

due to her inability to learn to read well. 

Sharon started coming in twice a week for the 

past seven months and worked with her tutor 

on phonemic awareness and mastering the 

sounds of the short vowels and consonants. She 

has completed three books of the Barton 

Reading and Spelling System and has greatly 

improved her ability to sound out words and 

spell them. She rarely misses a lesson and her 

self-esteem has improved so much she had the 

confidence to go out and get a job. Sharon is a 

very warm and giving person who has urged 

several other adults to come forward and get 

help with their literacy issues. 

 

 

Sharon not only improved her reading, but 

also got a job. 
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School Supplies are 

Available 

Faculty and students at Jefferson Community 

College donated notebooks, pencils, paper, 

dictionaries and other tutoring materials to our 

program on Sept. 24th as part of their week-long 

celebration of the inauguration of new JCC 

President Carole A.  McCoy. More than 80 

people participated in the literacy walk at the 

campus. 

 

If your student needs supplies, or you’d like to 

come in and see what we have, drop by our 

office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And… 

We still can use old computers. Donated 

computers are given to deserving students to 

use at home. This helps them not only develop 

computer skills, but improve reading and 

practice typing. We “c lean” each computer and 

install typing and simple word processing 

programs.  

If you have any used computer equipment and 

are willing to donate it, please call 782-4270.  
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